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 Expectations of the year ahead

 Outline of English course, support outside of school / 

revision material available

 Outline of Maths course, support outside of school / 

revision material available 

 Revision techniques, the place of metacognition , how 

parents can help

 Key dates, support for year 11

Aims
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Expectations of the year ahead 
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 The ‘Save it to the Exams’

 The Intervention Guru

 The Stress head

 The Workaholic

 The ‘Drama’

 The Focused

 The Successful

 The Quietly Confident

Who are you - What has your term 

been like?

 The Disaffected

 The Oblivious

 The Full of good intentions

 The Rebel

 The Overwhelmed

 The Attention Seeker

 The Sleeper

 The Avoider



The Stats

 Year 11 2023-2024

 P8 +0.31 

 Target +0.3

 Gap +0.01 

 Attendance: 100 – 96%  = +0.49

 96%- 90%  = +0.28

 Below 90% = -0.17 



Things you should know….

 1) We do better in every nationally 
judged statistic, than the national 
standard for boys.

 2) 90% of you will pass English

 3) 87% of you will pass Maths

 4) Disadvantaged student data is in 
line if not exceeding data for the 
National Average

 5) Teachers predict accurately and will 
let you know how you are doing  

 6) SEND students make their 
expected target levels

 7) Some of you will get mentors: 80% 
of them gained 2 grades in average 
from their starting point of TES 1

 8) Some of you will be given revision 
guides

 9) P6 / P0 and Easter School are 
there to provide the support the 
teachers think you need – and are 
therefore not optional

 10) 77% of you will return here

We will look after your enrichment and down time too!
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Which one are you?

Be Both Bears

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=w9WfhZ_7l24
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English Language and English Literature 
2025 - 2026
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 Exam board Eduqas

 Exam codes C700 (Lang)

 C720 (Lit)

 Pupils are entered into one single exam for both papers.  

here are no tiers.

GCSE 9 - 1
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English Language GCSE

Component 1 – 20th 

Century Fiction 

(unseen) 

1 hour 45 min exam 

40% of GCSE grade

• READING (Section A) – 20% of grade. Read an unseen extract from 20th Century, 

around 60-100 lines, and answer series of structured questions on this text.

• WRITING (Section B) – 20% of grade – one extended creative writing task, chosen 

from a list of four different options

Component 2 – 19th and 

21st Century Non-

Fiction (unseen)

2 hour exam

60% of GCSE grade

• READING (Section A) – 30% of grade. Read two unseen extracts (one from 19th C, and 

one from 21st C) about a linked topic and answer series of structured questions on 

these texts.

• WRITING (Section B) – 30% of grade – two short non-fiction writing tasks 

(transactional/persuasive writing) 

Spoken Language 

(i.e. a short 

presentation)

• Doesn’t contribute to overall total English Lang grade – recognised as separate 

qualification. Graded as Pass / Merit / Distinction. Presentation must include a short 

question and answer section with audience. 
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English Literature GCSE

Component 1 – 

Shakespeare and Poetry

2 hour exam

40% of GCSE grade

• Section A – Shakespeare – MACBETH. 20% of grade. Two questions – one extract 

based (i.e. close reading of a provided extract), and one essay based (about a 

character or theme across the whole play).

• Section B – Poetry – ANTHOLOGY. 20% of grade. Two questions based on pre-

studied poems from poetry anthology. 

Component 2 – Post-1914 

Drama, 19th Century 

Novel, and Unseen Poetry

2 hr 30 min exam 

60% of GCSE grade

• Section A – Post-1914 Drama – AN INSPECTOR CALLS. 20% of grade. One question, 

with provided extract from the play. Presentation of a character or theme. 

• Section B – 19th Century Novel – A CHRISTMAS CAROL. 20% of grade. One question, 

with provided extract from the novel. Presentation of a character or theme. 

• Section C – Unseen Poetry. 20% of grade. Two questions, on two poems not 

previously studied in class. One question involves a comparison. 
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 Read a variety of texts.

 Speak and write with precision.  The examiner will not give you the 

benefit of the doubt if there are inaccuracies in your work.

 'What, How and Why'

 Share your reading as a family.

 Reading newspaper/online articles, letters, opinion editorials, memoirs, 

diaries will all help your son access the English Language course.

 For Literature, make sure you know the texts well.  The exams are closed 

book, so it is essential that pupils have a sound understanding of plot, 

themes, characters and relevant quotations.  Students that know the 

texts well perform well in exams.

 For Language, knowing the requirements and timings for each 

question.  If students know what to do and keep to the timings, they will 

do well.

The Essentials
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 Seneca learning

 BBC Bitesize

 YouTube channels, such as Mr Bruff

 Massolit

 Revision workbooks for Literature and Language

 Period 0

 York notes, CGP study guides

Revision materials
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Maths 2025 - 2026
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 Exam board Edexcel

 Exam code 1MA1

 Pupils are entered into one of two examination levels 

depending on ability

GCSE 9-1
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Grading system
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Assessments

Internal External

Assessment Half termly 

assessment

TES 1 TES 2 Actual GCSE exam

When Every 6/7 

weeks

November 2025 February/March 

2026

May/June 2026

Format 1 hr test in 

class

1 x 1hr 30 min 

non-calc paper

2 x 1hr 30 min 

calc paper

1 x 1hr 30 min 

non-calc paper

2 x 1hr 30 min calc 

paper

1 x 1hr 30 min non-

calc paper

2 x 1hr 30 min calc 

paper
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 W/c 17th November

 Tuesday 18th November

 Thursday 20th November

 Tuesday 25th November

 Three papers lasting 1 hour 30 mins each

 Actual GCSE paper

TES 1
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 Revision schedule

 Revision resources available on Teams

 Maths Genie past papers

Prior to TES 1



Educating the whole child. Ambitious for every child.



Educating the whole child. Ambitious for every child.



Educating the whole child. Ambitious for every child.

 Your son will receive his grade from using actual grade 

boundaries

 A ‘personalised checklist’ which will prepare him for TES 2

After TES 1
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 February/March 2026

 Exams take place in Performance Hall 

 Three papers: 1 x non calc, 2 x calc

 Each paper lasts 1 hour 30 mins

 Actual GCSE papers

TES 2
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Year 11 Journey

Sets 1-6

Sets 7-9

Higher

Foundation

Grades 8-9

Grade 7

Grade 5

Grade 5 or below

Further Maths

Functional Skills
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 Revision Lists

 Maths Watch

 Maths drop-in sessions (Mondays 3-4pm room 520)

 Resources on Teams

 Maths Genie for past papers

Support available
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Skills, strategies and 

habitualised behaviours 

determine your future, not 

your past.
We assign students targets (and therefore determine their ‘ability’) 

using their past attainment. We expect them to follow a ‘line’ of 

achievement between key stages.  

KS2

KS3

KS4

KS5

Only 9% of students stay on this line 

of achievement.

91% will fall below or move above it 

between key stages. 
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The key to academic success:

1. Growth Mindset

 Successful students believe that intelligence is 

malleable; that if you work hard, you can improve your 

level of ability. 

 Note: no-one has a growth mindset for everything, all 

the time. Mindset is fluid. 

2. Grit

 Successful students have passion and perseverance 

towards a long-term goal. 

 Note: Are the exams the long-term goal?
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The key to academic success:

3. Self-efficacy

 Successful students believe that they have the 

capability to succeed. 

4. Conscientiousness

 Successful students are organised, hard-working 

and persistent. 

5. Self-control

 Have you heard of the marshmallow experiment? 

Students with self-control have been found to do 

better academically. 
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The key to academic success:

6. Resilience and Buoyancy

 Successful students are able to ‘bounce 

back’ from small disappointments and 

set-backs in the classroom.

7. Meta-cognition

 Successful students are able to think 

about their own thinking.



Educating the whole child. Ambitious for every child.

The journey to your GCSEs 

will probably not be a smooth 

one
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Growth is sometimes difficult.....

we are here to help!
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Trials and tests will come from 

three sources

Challenges

External influences Internal Influences The Unexpected

Unexpected:

(an argument with 

your parents, 

changes to your 

living arrangements, 

a teacher leaving, 

relationships 

changing illness 

etc.)

These things are 

outside of our 

control. 

External:

(coursework 

deadlines, mock 

exams, sixth form 

applications, part 

time work)

These things can be 

anticipated and 

planned for. 
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Trials and tests will come from 

three sources
Challenges

External influences Internal Influences The Unexpected

Internal:

(lack of vision or motivation, 

perfectionism, 

disorganisation, 

procrastination, fear, 

complacency)

These things are within our 

control. They are 

behaviours we can learn 

and develop.  

When we acknowledge 

what our internal 

challenges are, we can 

work on moving past them. 
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What are you doing 

independently?
Content Based Activities

(memorising information)

Skills Based Activities

(testing yourself against the 

exam)

Feedback Based Activities

(checking the quality of 

your skills based practice)

Reading through class notes

Watching videos online

Reading through textbooks

Making mind-maps, diagrams 

and graphic organisers from 

your notes

Making and remaking class 

notes

Highlighting and colour-

coding notes

Creating flashcards

Creating a revision wall

Writing exam answers under 

timed conditions

Planning responses to past 

exam questions

Reading through and 

annotating model answers

Using flashcards to test your 

memory of key facts

Marking your own work with 

a mark scheme

Studying mark schemes and 

examiners' reports

Comparing your work to a 

friend's

Comparing model answers to 

your own

Creating your own exam 

questions

Handing in extra work for 

marking

Meeting your teachers one-

to-one
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Knowledge = 

information + experience

 Content based activities focus purely on the 

acquisition of information

 We gain knowledge through the experience of using 

that information to achieve outcomes, solve 

problems, construct arguments and answer tricky 

questions.

 You need all three types of activities in your revision 

plan to turn the information you know into 

knowledge.
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STRATEGY How effective?

Research says Students say

Rewriting 
notes

LOW HIGH

Highlighting LOW HIGH

Re-reading 
notes

LOW HIGH

Dunlosky, J., Rawson, K. A., Marsh, E. J., Nathan, M. J. and Willingham, D. T. (2013) ‘Improving students’ learning with effective learning techniques: 

promising directions from cognitive and educational psychology’, Psychological Science in the Public Interest 14 (1) pp. 4–58.
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The brain is 

like a muscle:

 it takes time to 

grow and 

develop!
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Often, we think we’ve learned 

something, but we come to realise 

we struggle when we try to recall 

the answer. It’s precisely this 

“struggle” or challenge that 

improves and strengthens our 

memory.



Educating the whole child. Ambitious for every child.

In order to strengthen 

our memory, revision 

should be…

 Spaced over time

 Organised in chunks, switching between subjects 

or topics in one session

 Prolonged – taking place over time rather than 

crammed into the night before a test!
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For example:
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STRATEGY How effective?

Research says Students say

Rewriting notes LOW HIGH

Highlighting LOW HIGH

Re-reading notes LOW HIGH

Retrieval 
practice

HIGH HIGH

Spaced practice HIGH HIGH

Dunlosky, J., Rawson, K. A., Marsh, E. J., Nathan, M. J. and Willingham, D. T. (2013) ‘Improving students’ learning with effective learning techniques: 

promising directions from cognitive and educational psychology’, Psychological Science in the Public Interest 14 (1) pp. 4–58.
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You need to think hard about it

To remember something, 



Educating the whole child. Ambitious for every child.

1. Blank page

2. Choose a topic

3. Write down 

everything you 

can remember. 

Think about links.

~~~~~~

~~~~~~

~~~~~~

~~~~~~

~~~~~~ ~~~~~~
~~~~~~

~~~~~~
~~~~~~
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4. Using a textbook/ 

revision guide, 

add anything you 

missed in a 

different colour.

5. Focus your 

revision on the 

information you 

didn’t know. 

~~~~~~

~~~~~~

~~~~~~

~~~~~~

~~~~~~ ~~~~~~
~~~~~~

~~~~~~
~~~~~~

~~~~~~~~~~~~

~~~~~~
~~~~~~

~~~

~~~

~~~

~~~

~~~

~~~

~~~

~~~



Educating the whole child. Ambitious for every child.

What makes an effective flashcard?

What does the 
captain say in Act 
One, Scene Two 
which illustrates 

Macbeth’s 
violence? 

(3 quotations)

“his brandish'd 
steel,/Which smoked with 

bloody execution”

“he unseam'd him from 
the nave to the chaps”

“they/ Doubly redoubled 
strokes upon the foe”
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Agency

Agency = the belief that you have control over your own life

 Although it may not feel like it at times, you are in control of your 

own GCSE results. Success belongs to the students who genuinely 

believe that their actions will have an impact on their success, and 

so choose to act (rather than to sit back and wait for fate to prove 

them right).

All of your teachers can tell you these two stories:

1. The student who was predicted a grade 4 and achieved a grade 

7/8/9

2. The student who was predicted a grade 9 and achieved a 

grade 3/4/5

Just ask them!
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Efficacy

 Efficacy = the belief that you are capable of success

 How we respond to feedback has a lot to do with our level of 

efficacy. Students who do not perform well often get caught in the 

red zone.
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Skills, strategies and 

habitualised behaviours 

determine your future, not 

your past.
We assign students targets (and therefore determine their ‘ability’) 

using their past attainment. We expect them to follow a ‘line’ of 

achievement between key stages.  

KS2

KS3

KS4

KS5

Only 9% of students stay on this line 

of achievement.

91% will fall below or move above it 

between key stages. 
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1. We remember what we think hard about.

2. We remember information better when we 

space out recalling it over time.

3. Revision needs planning.



The Year to come 

Term 1



The Year to come 

Term 2



The Year to come 

Term 3



The Year to come 

Term 4



The Year to come 

Term 5
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1) Ask to see their books and what they are working on.

2) Encourage revision from today.

3) Give them a space / time that is distraction free to enable them to 

achieve.

4) Fight for their right to still be a teenager

5) Be positive around them when they are struggling.

6) Challenge them when they are 'coasting'.

7) Recognise your 'lack of control' in the situation

8) Support the school when it comes to exam season

9) Ensure they attend school

10) Ensure they attend the right interventions

Summary – Dos
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